
This is the testimony of Dotilla, a survivor of the Rwandan genocide�

,� ZDV� WZHQW\� \HDUV�ROG� ZKHQ� WKH�JHQRFLGH�VWDUWHG�� �%HIRUH� WKH� ZDU� EHJDQ�� WKHUH� ZHUH�QLQH�
FKLOGUHQ�LQ�P\�IDPLO\�DQG�ZH�KDG�PDQ\�UHODWLRQV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FRXQWU\��

%RWK�P\� PRWKHU�DQG� IDWKHU�ZHUH�NLOOHG�DORQJ�ZLWK�DOO� HLJKW�RI�P\�EURWKHUV�DQG�VLVWHUV�� �:LWK�
RWKHU�FKLOGUHQ��,�IOHG�WR�DQRWKHU�YLOODJH�KLGLQJ�LQ�D�VRUJKXP�ILHOG�IRU�ILYH�GD\V��

:KHQ�,�UHWXUQHG�KRPH�DQG�IRXQG�WKDW�HYHU\ERG\�KDG�EHHQ�NLOOHG�,�WULHG�WR�ILQG�UHIXJH��,�GLG�ILQG�
WZR�ZRPHQ�ZKR�KDG�VXUYLYHG�EXW�WKH\�ZHUH�NLOOHG�VKRUWO\�DIWHU�,�IRXQG�WKHP���2QH�ZDV�LQ�IDFW�
WKURZQ�LQWR�D�ODWULQH�DOLYH��DQG�GURZQHG��

:KHQ� ,�ZDV� IRXQG�� ,� ZDV� EHDWHQ� RQ� WKH�KHDG�DQG� P\� ULJKW� OHJ� ZDV� EURNHQ�� �$�FKLHI� RI� WKH�
LQWHUDKDPZH�VDLG�� ³/HW�XV�QRW�NLOO� KHU�EXW�PDUU\�KHU� WR� WKH�XJOLHVW�RI�DOO�´� �7KLV�ZDV�GRQH� WR�
EULQJ�KXPLOLDWLRQ�� �7KH�&KLHI� WKRXJK�FKDQJHG�KLV�PLQG�DQG�GHFLGHG� WR�VHOO�PH� LQVWHDG��2QH�
LQWHUDKDPZH� RIIHUHG� ������ 5ZDQGDQ� )UDQFV�� � $� VHFRQG� RQH� RIIHUHG� ������� � 7KH\� ZHUH�
UHIXVHG�EHFDXVH� WKH�SULFH�ZDV� WRR� ORZ�� � ,�EHJJHG� WKHP� WR�NLOO� PH�EXW� WKH\� ZRXOG�QRW�� �2QH�
VDLG��³,�ZDQW�WR�WHDU�KHU�RSHQ�DQG�HDW�KHU�KHDUW���,I�\RX�GR�QRW�ZDQW�KHU��OHW�XV�NLOO�KHU�´��,�ZDV�
WKHQ�ERXJKW�IRU�������5ZDQGDQ�)UDQFV�DQG�UDSHG�LQ�IURQW�RI�PDQ\�SHRSOH��

'D\V�ODWHU��ZKHQ�WKH�LQWHUDKDPZH�ZKR�WRRN�PH�ZDV�DZD\��,�WULHG�WR�KDQJ�P\VHOI�RQ�D�WUHH�ZLWK�
D�FRUG���$�+XWX�JLUO�VDZ�PH�DQG�DVNHG�PH�WR�JR�DQG�EH�NLOOHG�E\�NLOOHUV�LQVWHDG�RI�NLOOLQJ�P\VHOI�
EHFDXVH�LW�LV�D�VLQ���7KH�NLOOHUV�FDPH�EDFN�HYHU\�GD\�WR�FKHFN�RQ�PH�DQG�ILQDOO\�WKH\�ZDQWHG�WR�
NLOO�PH���7KH�LQWHUDKDPZH�ZKR�ERXJKW�PH�KLG�PH��

(YHQWXDOO\�� ,� EHFDPH� SUHJQDQW�� %HFDXVH� RI�P\� VRUURZV� DQG� OLYLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV�� WKH� EDE\� ZDV�
VWLOOERUQ��7KLV�ZDV�YHU\�KDUG�IRU�PH�DV�,�ZDQWHG�WR�VHH�D�FKLOG�IURP�P\�VRUURZV�DQG�P\�SDLQV��
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SRYHUW\�EHFDXVH�,�FDQQRW�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�IRU�P\VHOI��,�FDQQRW�IHWFK�ZDWHU�RU�SORXJK��,�VXIIHU�JUHDWO\�
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